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CHAIR’S REPORT 

The CRNZ management and staff have taken this 
challenge in their stride, coped and handled their roles 
in a professional and competent manner.  They have 
dealt with the need to work from home under lockdown 
virtually seamlessly, notwithstanding this required some 
very creative and new concepts to be thought out for 
the coaches and athletes. All were very proactive in their 
approach, so well done to all.  The HP squads also are 
dealing with the 1-year delay of the Tokyo Olympics; they 
have maintained form under lockdown and have remained 
motivated and driven in their preparations for the Games 
in 2021.  We are assured some form of Olympic Games will 
go ahead this year albeit it in a different way to that we are 
accustomed to.

Thanks to our key funders including Sport NZ and High-
Performance Sport NZ without which we would not have 
an organisation that is able to do so much for our able 
bodied and para-athletes across all disciplines. 

We also thank our tireless volunteers without whom 
paddling events would not happen and aspiring athletes 
would not have the opportunity to compete within 
pathways that help achieve their goals. 

CRNZ is continuing to evolve paddling programmes and 
striving to increase the level of engagement with the 
community and clubs.  With little to no overseas travel for 
Kiwis, sports are turning their focus to domestic activities 
and CRNZ is aiming towards increased paddling activity 
here in NZ as an outcome from this.

Our financial result for the year is very positive, about 66% 
of this surplus is due to our international programs being 
cut short and some other savings achieved, these will be 
committed to the next financial year. The balance relates to 
recognising funding for capital expenditure as income with 
the depreciation being incurred over future years.

Our net equity position at year end remains strong 
however the board recognises that we have a couple of 
tough years ahead in terms of balancing our income and 
expenses going forward and a number of unknowns as 
Covid-19 impacts sports in different ways. 

I’d like to thank the Board for their valued advice, 
commitment and ongoing support – they have been a 
pleasure to work with and I look forward to continuing 
with them.  I would like to make particular mention of 
Matt Warren who is stepping down after two terms, Matt 
has been invaluable in providing us with his knowledge 
and experience of canoe racing.  He brings energy and 
enthusiasm to the meetings and has always been fully 
engaged and active on the Board – for this we thank him 
and will miss his input.  I’m sure there will continue to be 
phone calls and emails between us, as Matt wears his 
varying canoe hats.

Thanks again to all our stakeholders and for your ongoing 
involvement and support of the sport – while 2021 is going 
to be different and somewhat uncertain, we can guarantee 
CRNZ will be putting its best foot forward and keep 
working hard to deliver against our strategy.

Jan Shearer 
Chair

We are currently living and working through unprecedented times, as we are all  
aware – the impact of Covid 19 is significant worldwide and we have all been  
affected one way or another, including CRNZ.  
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CEO REPORT 

What followed was a whirlwind of new and unexpected 
challenges, and a lot of the time it felt as if we were 
learning on the fly. I’m proud of the way our team and 
community have responded to the events we faced. 
Despite everything, we are in a better place now than 
this time last year.

Tom Ashley  
Chief Executive Officer 

2020 wasn’t the year we expected! In last year’s annual report, I wrote of the preparation 
for Tokyo 2020 and our plans for the year ahead. Six weeks later, we were in lockdown 
and the Olympics were postponed until 2021. 

A highlight of 2020 was the ICF’s decision to award the 
2022 Surfski World Championship to New Zealand. This 
event will be held in Takapuna, Auckland, and will be 
a great opportunity to showcase our sport in NZ, and 
hopefully to showcase NZ to the World.
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CRNZ  
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2020-2028 Strategy

A year ago, we launched our new 2020-2028 strategic 
plan. The plan is set out in three pillars: Participation, 
Engagement and Performance. Our vision is to become 
the World’s best paddling nation. One year since 
launching the strategy, we are making good progress 
towards our objectives. 
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Participation

In the Participation area, we have 
devoted a lot of time to building 
resources and systems as a foundation 
for growth. We have completed a 
comprehensive resource on paddling 
technique and have almost finished 
a number of other resources on 
safety, rescue and Try Learn Explore 
coaching. These will be the basis for 
our efforts to increase participation 
and support clubs. While this work is 
initially time-consuming and results 
are not immediately visible, we believe 
the approach will pay off as demand 
increases. 

We launched the Kahawai events 
concept in late 2020 and will run the 
first event in May this year. Kahawai 
is a new format for school and junior 
racing which will build connections 
between paddling codes and 
provide a new pathway into paddling 
competition, alongside the Try Learn 
Explore program.

Engagement

In the Engagement area, we have 
been working on improving our 
communication platforms and building 
relationships with other organisations. 
We launched a new website in 2020 
and have increased the flow of content 
that’s relevant to our community. We 
trialled some new digital initiatives, 
the most successful of which was the 
Virtual Surfski Nationals. This started 
as a necessity due to the cancellation 
of our surfski national champs due to 
Level 4 lockdown, but turned out to 
be a great success. We plan to build 
this concept into our ongoing events 
offering.

Performance

Although the Performance pillar 
didn’t bear tangible fruits in 2020 due 
to the cancellation of international 
competition, we are happy with the 
progress our program is making 
towards our strategic goals. In 
particular, the new coaching structure 
has been a real success – the “team 
coaching” philosophy has allowed 
us to apply the systems and IP 
developed in our women’s program 
across the board, and our men’s squad 
in Cambridge has benefited from 
significant extra support as a result. 

Craig (Development Coach) and Aaron 
(Performance Development Manager) 
have been working on sharing 
knowledge from our high performance 
program through our network of clubs 
and pathway squads to help the next 
generation of performance paddlers. 
Their hard work and innovative 
approach have made a big difference 
to the support we are able to offer 
developing athletes and coaches, and 
we believe this work will contribute to 
our sport’s sustainability long-term.
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Organisation

After a few changes to our CRNZ team in 2018 and 2019, 
the last year has been one of stability and consolidation. 
Our coaching team remains unchanged, led by Gordon 
Walker as Technical Director. In the office, Polly Powrie’s 
role has been modified from Operations Manager to 
Performance Manager. In essence, this change means 
that Polly has more responsibility for the management 
of the performance program, including the writing and 
implementation of our selection policies, and taking a 
greater role in communication and engagement with our 
athletes. 

Danika Mowlem has recently joined us as Participation 
Contractor, which allows us to accelerate our work 
in the Participation pillar of our strategy. Danika is a 
keen surfski and multisport paddler and comes from a 
professional background implementing similar programs 
at Yachting NZ, so is well qualified for this role. She is 
already making an impact, running Try Learn Explore 
programs and coaching workshops to introduce new 
paddlers and coaches to our sport.

Final Notes

We are grateful to all our volunteers, supporters, paddlers and their families for 
their support. We hope that our sport has provided enjoyment and exercise for our 
community over a challenging year, and look forward to another year of great paddling.

At governance level, we have enjoyed similar stability. 
In 2020, we welcomed Feeonaa Wall to the Board. 
Feeonaa has been a great addition to our team – her 
contributions to our Board discussions are thoughtful 
and considered, and she offers an excellent blend of 
innovative thinking and solid governance skills. 

The 2021 AGM will mark the end of Matt Warren’s time 
on the CRNZ Board as he steps down following two 
terms. We are grateful for Matt’s endless energy and 
passion for the sport, and his tireless advocacy for our 
clubs and athletes. We sincerely hope that Matt will 
remain involved with CRNZ.
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2020 
results
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Oceania Championships
Penrith, Australia

Open Athlete Result

WK1 200 Alicia Hoskin 4th 

Danielle Watson B Final – 3rd

WK1 500 Alicia Hoskin  B Final – 2nd

Danielle Watson B Final – 5th

WK2 500 Danielle Watson, Alicia Hoskin  6th

MK1 500 Max Brown 8th

Kurtis Imrie 9th

MK1 1000 Quaid Thompson  8th

MK2 1000 Max Brown, Kurtis Imrie  6th

WC1 200 Penelope Strickland 7th

Libby Bell Heat 1 – 8th

WC1 500 Penelope Strickland 4th 

WC2 500 Penelope Strickland, Libby Bell 4th

International  

Alicia Hoskin Left to right: Kurtis Imrie and Max Brown
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SPRINT / National and Oceania Championship

national 

Open Athlete

MK1 200 A Reiser

WK1 200 L Carrington

MK2 200 H Legarth, B Duffy

WK2 200 B Ford, K Thompson

Mixed K2 200 A Bermingham, S Ferkins

MK4 200 J Koekemoer, E Moore, H Legarth, B Duffy

WK4 200 B Ford, B Saunders, K Thompson, A Bermingham

MK1 500 A Reiser

WK1 500 L Carrington

WK2 500 A Bermingham, S Clifton

MK4 500 J Koekemoer, E Moore, H Legarth, B Duffy

WK4 500 E Legarth, R Austin, S Clifton, J Urada

MK1 1000 Z Ferkins

MK2 1000 H Legarth, B Duffy

MK1 5000 S Ferkins

WK1 5000 S Clifton

Lisa Carrington Left to right: Ben Duffy and Hamish Legarth
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SPRINT / National and Oceania Championship

national

Masters Athlete

MK1 200 (35-44) P D’Anvers

MK1 200 (45-54) M Flannery

MK1 200 (55+) O Stielau

WK1 200 H Bushaway

MK2 200 J D’Anvers, P D’Anvers

MK4 200 J D’Anvers, V Reed, P D’Anvers, G Spencer

WK1 500 J Brimelow

MK4 500 J D’Anvers, V Reed, P D’Anvers, G Spencer

MK1 1000 (35-44) R Creasy

MK1 1000 (45-54) G Spencer

MK1 1000 (55+) O Stielau

MK2 1000 D Knight, R Creasy

MK1 5000 (45-54) G Spencer

MK1 5000 (55+) K Harker

WK1 5000 H Bushaway

Heather Bushaway Garth Spencer
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SPRINT / National and Oceania Championship

national 

U14 Athlete

MK1 200 A Sewell

WK1 200 Y Tinirau

MK2 200 J Da Silva, J Hawke

WK2 200 C Tommy, Y Tinirau

MK4 200 O Egan, C Logue, K Gilbertson, M McKendry

WK4 200 S Fowler, C Tommy, Y Tinirau, L Brookes

MK1 500 A Sewell

WK1 500 C Tommy

MK2 500 O Egan, M McKendry

WK2 500 C Tommy, Y Tinirau

MK4 500 O Egan, C Logue, K Gilbertson, M McKendry

WK4 500 S Fowler, C Tommy, Y Tinirau, L Brookes

MK1 5000 A Sewell

WK1 5000 C Tommy

Angus Sewell The winning crew of Yannicka Tinirau and Caitlyn Tommy
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SPRINT / National and Oceania Championship

national 

U16 Athlete

MK1 200 Z Mills-Nossiter

WK1 200 M Garrett

MK2 200 A Sewell, Z Mills-Nossiter

WK2 200 M Garrett, B Cox

MK4 200 A Baker, J Walker, D Musselle, F Quirke

WK4 200 N MacKenzie, M Garrett, B Cox, S Shearer

MK1 500 Z Mills-Nossiter

WK1 500 M Garrett

MK2 500 A Sewell, Z Mills-Nossiter

WK2 500 G Robertson, N MacGibbon

MK4 500 A Baker, J Walker, D Musselle, F Quirke

WK4 500 N MacKenzie, M Garrett, B Cox, S Shearer

MK1 5000 A Baker

WK1 5000 M Garrett

Left to right: Zane Mills-Nossiter and Angus Sewell Left to right: Mia Roadley and Madison Garrett
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SPRINT / National and Oceania Championship

national

U18 Athlete

MK1 200 J Wilkinson
WK1 200 P Luthi
MK2 200 J Wilkinson, D Brown
WK2 200 P Luthi, C Rogers
MK4 200 A Baker, A Hickman, W Pittar, T MacGibbon
WK4 200 S Brooke, P Luthi, M Roadley, C Rogers
WK1 500 J Padrutt
WK2 500 P Luthi, M Roadley
MK4 500 A Baker, A Hickman, W Pittar, T MacGibbon
WK4 500 S Brooke, P Luthi, M Roadley, C Rogers
MK1 1000 T MacGibbon
MK2 1000 T MacGibbon, A Hickman
MK1 5000 K Gilbertson
WK1 5000 S Rogers

Left to right: Claudia Rogers and Pieta Luthi Left to right: Angus Baker, Alex Hickman, Thomas MacGibbon and Will Pittar
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SPRINT / National and Oceania Championship

national

Novice Athlete

MK1 100 L Higginbottom
WK1 100 T Vaughan
MK1 200 L Higginbottom
WK1 200 T Vaughan
MK1 500 L Higginbottom
WK1 500 J Marquet

Tyros Athlete

MK1 100 C Bunn
WK1 100 I Mackenzie
MK1 200 C Bunn
WK1 200 I Mackenzie
K2 200 Q McPherson, H Kearns
K4 200 I MacKenzie, G Beaufoy, G McKendry, T Armstrong
MK1 500 C Bunn
WK1 500 I Mackenzie

Club Relay Athlete

U14, U16, U18 Eastern Bay Canoe Club

Isla Mackenzie Cameron Bunn
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SURFSKI

national

Open Athlete

Men A Mowlem
Women R Clarke
Double Ski T Brooke, P Moreno

U18
Men M Esterhuizen
Women K Regan

U23
Men J Munro
Women Z MacClure

Masters
Men (35-44) J Feathery
Men (45-54) B Davey
Men (55+) I Mercer
Women (35-44) A Cairns

Andrew Mowlem Rachel Clarke
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2020 SPORT AND  
RECOGNITION AWARDS

Award Recipient

Canoe Sprint Athlete of the Year Alicia Hoskin

Junior of the Year Madison Garrett

Team of the Year Max Brown and Kurtis Imrie

Marathon Athlete of the Year Vaughan Reed and Garth Spencer

Masters Athlete of the Year Vaughan Reed

Surfski Athlete of the Year Rachel Clarke

Coach of the Year Brendon Metcalfe

Official of the Year Terry Newsome

Volunteer of the Year Steve Brett

Club of the Year Arawa

Service Award Mark Watson, Greg Adlam 

Excellence Award Matt Warren

Madison Garrett Left to right: Vaughan Reed and Garth Spencer 
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Event:
2020 King and  
Queen of the Harbour
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OUR SUPPORTERS

HPSNZ contributes well in 
excess of $2 million per annum 
to our high performance 
program. They also provide a 
huge amount of support through 
their expert support staff and 
personnel.

KEY FUNDERS

SportNZ assists with funding  
for business capability and  
special projects. 

Pak’nSave Petone generously 
support CRNZ’s Junior and 
Pathway program. This assistance 
is invaluable as it allows us to 
run camps and workshops for 
developing athletes – these 
programs have had an undoubted 
impact over recent years as we 
have seen numbers of junior 
athletes steadily growing. We are 
extremely grateful to Pak’nSave, 
and owner Leo O’Sullivan, for  
their help.

Aktive (the Auckland Regional 
Sport Organisation) have provided 
$108,000 to pilot a paddling 
participation initiative for kids in 
Auckland. This is allowing us to 
purchase equipment, develop 
resources and support delivery of 
paddling programs in Auckland. 
Following completion of the pilot, 
we hope to roll the program out 
nationwide in 2021.

UnderArmour supply high quality 
apparel and uniforms to our High 
Performance program and New 
Zealand teams. 

COMMUNITY FUNDERS

SPONSORS SUPPLIERS

OFFICIAL MEDIA 
PARTNER

Our partnership with Sky Sport 
Next allows us to produce quality 
coverage of key events, raising the 
profile of our sport and athletes. We 
value Sky’s commitment to growing 
grassroots sport in NZ. 
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Finance REPORT 

A quick review of this year’s finances gives us a snap shot 
of how the funds we receive are spent, as follows;

Income

Income received has decreased this year by 8% 
($240,556.30). This is mainly due to no international travel 
in 2020 (no athlete contributions) and also includes a 
decrease in our sponsorship for the year. 

Expenditure

The following is a summary of where the majority of our 
funds were spent this year and how this compares to the 
previous 12 months.

	• 37% of our funds are spent on our High-Performance 
programs, this includes setting up a separate High 
Performance gym in 2020 due to Covid-19 and all 
athlete support payments including Performance 
Enhancement Grants and Development Enhancement 
Grants. 

	• 44% of our funds are spent on salaries. This includes 
any contract coaches as well as employed staff. This 
spend is up on last year by 15%. This is mainly due 
to us employing a Development Coach which has 
mostly been covered by a PM Scholarship as well as 
extra funding by HPSNZ. 2019 salary costs were also 
artificially low due to not paying a mens coach for a 
portion of that year.  

	• 3% of funds are spent on HPAD/Sport Development 
and U23 and Junior programs. This year saw a 
decrease of 57% in spend in this area versus 2019. This 
is all due to Covid-19 and no international travel for 
U23/Junior Worlds. We have successfully still run our 
development camps and will be spending more in this 
area in 2021 surrounding Coach development due to a 
successful PM Scholarship application.

	• 10% of funds are spent on Operating Expenses, this 
spend was up by 48% versus 2019. We have spent 
more money in this region over 2020 as we have 
invested in a PR and Media contractor (using funding 
revenue) as well as extra expenditure in a CRM project 
(Salesforce) and governance investment (both paid for 
with Sport NZ Funding). Depreciation costs have also 
risen due to investment at the end of 2019 and new 
gym equipment in 2020.

	• 6% of funds are spent on Events.  There is a 26% 
decrease compared to 2019. Again this is partly due to 
Covid-19 with us not being able to hold Aims Games 
in 2020 but the variant is mainly due to us hosting Asia 
Pacific in 2019 (this was to be held in Japan in 2020).

As per usual we need to thank High Performance Sport 
NZ as well as Sport NZ for their ongoing support and 
funding. We would also like to make special mention 
of NZCT for Events funding, Pub Charity and also Leo 
O’Sullivan from Petone Pak n Save for camp funding, 
Aktive (Kiwisport funding) for our Try Learn Explore 
programme and Rotorua Energy Trust for a contribution 
to our Event Management at Blue Lake 1. Also a big thank 
you to NZ Sport Collective (Sky Sport funding) with which 
we are able to pay for our media and PR as well as future 
secondary school competitions.

Due to unusual circumstances in 2020 with Covid-19, things on the financial side are looking different for our year end 
accounts. We have a surplus after depreciation of $344,508.  Most of this surplus (66%) is due to no international travel 
in 2020 with a lot of the remaining surplus due to capitalisation of assets purchased. This surplus will be utilised in the 
2021 year as we have a budgeted deficit of approximately $400k.

Financial Review – where our funds are spent
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Expenditure

Revenue

CRNZ Operating Revenue 2018 2019 2020
HPSNZ Investment $2,070,040.00 $2,524,281.75 $2,481,392.19
Non HPSNZ Income $577,297.00 $547,826.90 $363,160.20
Sponsorship $5,000.00 $15,500.00 $2,500.00
Total Income: $2,652,337.00 $3,087,608.65 2,847,052.39
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Other 
(including Paddler) 

2018 2019 2020

2018 2019 2020

CRNZ Operating Revenue 2018 2019 2020
High Performance $1,054,055.40 $1,421,342.46 $918,306.09
Salaries $941,353.68 $949,982.96 $1,095,767.43
Events $88,580.50 $200,785.59 $147,601.73
Operating Expenses $200,932.72 $167,488.67 $247,108.36
Performance Development/HPAD/SD $380,326.67 $186,704.03 $80,221.00
Other (including Paddler) - - 13,539.86
Total Income: $2,665,248.97 $2,926,303.71 2,502,544.47
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These financial statements should be read in conjunction with the notes to the financial statements.
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Event:
Have a Go paddling initiative 
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